AMERICAN RADHIAL GOMPRESSORS

136 Charwood Cir., Rochester, NY 14609

Featuring MCH-6 $1,475.00 Ask about our MCH-12
Includes:
*3.5 CPM +4400 PSI *1 yr. warranty

* Sturdy adjustable frame with carrying handle

* Hi pressure hose and attachment to scuba tank
* Pressure gauge in pounds per square inch (PSI)
* Over pressure relief valve/adjustable

* One set filters installed

* One gt. compressor oil * Maintenance manual

* Compressors up to 15 CFM. Gauges and Personal Filters
Contact the dealer nearest you:

Florida: Power House 1-800-432-5035

Louisiana: 504-246-6105

Canada: Sub-Mariners 416-630-2590

or American Radhial Inc. 716-637-4150/638-8908
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~__.GOLD! TREASURE!

- Make your hobby pay off. From panning to
T dredging to metal detection, gold is a thrill
s to find. Let us show you how to mix

profit with your diving fun.
end for our free catalog.

X

5" Surface Dredge
Model 5538

ﬂ GREAT BOOKS FREE

Making your mining more pro-

ductive — “Dredging for Gold" CATALOG

for beginners. “Advanced A gold mine of sluices, pumps,
Dredging Techniques™ — for  dredges, tools, diving equip-

the experienced. ment, books and detectors.
Send for your FREE copy.

KEENE ENGINEERING, INC.
9330 Corbin Ave., Northridge, CA 91324 - (818) 993-0411
Please send FREE CATALOG

*Dredging For Gold.” $7.95 (CA residents add 52¢ tax)

*Advanced Dredging Techniques.™ $7.95 (CA residents add 52¢ tax)
*Gold Mining in the 1980's.” $15.95 (CA residents add $1.04 tax)

Print Name

Address

‘_City State Zip
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SCuba diving offers its dedicated en-
thusiasts a great variety of interests
including photography, wreck diving,
night diving and taking game. One initial
reason man dove beneath the dark,
unexplored waters was in search of food.
With the soaring price of seafood, divers
are again finding scuba diving beneficial
for providing food on the table.

One delicacy of the sea found on the
West Coast, the Dungeness crab, (Can-
cer magister) has ten legs including the
claws; a rounded, hard, orange-brown
shell top; and a pair of stalked eyes in

QUEST FOR

THE DELIGIOUS
DUNGENESS

GAAB b diving

atits finest

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY
JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL

Above: A delicious Dungeness crab
dinner with all the fixings. Below: Clean
crabs by lifting shell. Right: Bagging a
Dungeness. Inset: Measuring crab.




front. A tail-like section is tucked tightly
underneath, between the legs. The fe-
male carries eggs under this flap of a tail
until they hatch and the tiny larvae swim
away. The female crab has a broad U-
shaped abdomen while the male has a V-
shaped abdomen.

Crabs have a hard outer shell covering
their entire body. This is fixed in size; in
order to grow the crab must molt (shed
its shell) and grow a new, larger one.
Most molting occurs in May and June, al-
though it can take place at any time dur-
ing the year. After molting, the crab ab-

sorbs water and swells up to its new,
larger size. A crab is helpless while the
shell is still flexible and usually hides until
its shell hardens. Crabs caught after a
molt have soft shells with not much meat
in them. It takes from 30-60 days for the
shell to completely harden and the crab
to become heavy and solid again. A soft-
shelled crab is recognized by the very
light color of the shell—bluish-white in-
stead of yellowish-brown.

Two tools divers need to catch crabs
are a gauge and a goodie bag. Crab
gauges are made of a variety of materials

from plastic to metal. Most have mea-
surements indicating the legal sizes for
crabs in California, Washington and Ore-
gon. On the front edge of the crab's cara-
pace (back), between either eye and the
widest point of the body, are ten distinct,
serrated projections or teeth, with the
tenth tooth at the widest point of the shell.
The gauge is placed across the shell, im-
mediately in front of these points. This
measurement must be equal to or greater
than, the required minimum. :
Dungeness crabs can be a challenge
to catch as they are masters of camou-
flage. They can often be found burrowing
in the sand, in shallow water, where there
is good tidal movement. The Dungeness
is frequently buried in the sand. It also
hides under seaweed, or other debris.
Divers tend to have the best luck crab-

DUNGENESS CRAB
REGULATIONS

California—6' inches minimum size;
limit of 10; either sex; fishing license re-
quired; Del Norte/Humbolt/Mendecino
Counties open Dec. 1 through July 30.
All others second Tuesday in Nov.
through June 30. No taking in S.F. Bay
and backwaters, San Pablo Bay or Gold-
en Gate to Carquineg.

Oregon—5 3/4 inches minimum size;
limit of 12; only males can be collected;
no license required; Pacific Ocean
closed from Sept. 16 to Nov. 30. Bays,
beaches and tidepools open all year.

Washington—6 inches minimum size;
limit of 6; only males can be collected;
no license required; season open all
year. Unlawful to take soft-shelled.

All undersized crabs or restricted fe-
males must be returned quickly to the
water unharmed. Be sure to check local
fish and game requirements.

Once you have surfaced, re-check the
crabs' measurements.

bing on the slack tide, either high or low.
This is when there is the least amount of
tidal movement and the crabs come out
of hiding to feed. Dungeness crabs seem
to have excellent visual perception, so all
precautions must be taken to avoid being
seen. One method is to establish buoyan-
cy at about 10 feet above the ocean floor.
This way you can see them, but hopefully
they won't see you until it's too late. It is
best 1o come from behind the crab, rather
than from in front. Indentations in the
sand indicate the crab’s shell front. If you
are careful, you can grab quickly before
it knows what hit it. Be constantly aware
of its claws. Hold the crab from the back
or across the center of the carapace.
Crabs have excellent reach and have
been known to break fingers. Once you
have a victim, check for gender, measure
to see if it is legal, quickly get it into the

(Continued on Page 46)



Charles Garrett in Cartagena with Scuba World crew.

When you search for treasures in the
oceans and on the beaches you need the
proven performance of a Garrett Sea
Hunter metal detector. Our Search

Dept. SD853

214/278-6151

Garrett Metal Detectors

2814 National Drive
Garland, TX 75041-2397 USA
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WEAR A
DIFFERENT

HAT
BECOME A PRO DIVER

One complete
course including
air, mixed gas,
saturation,

U/W cutting

and welding,
and chamber
operation.
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An eligible institution for student loans & grants.
Located in the Port of Philadelphi

"D OF THE
DIVERS ACADEMY sz

LA SEABOARD]

2500 So. Broadway  Camden, N.J. 08104

Call Collect (609) 966-1871

NAME

ADDRESS

cITY sT pild

46 SKIN DIVER MAY 1985

Photo by Hal Martin.

Teams have put these detectors to the
test and we know the treasures are there
and the Sea Hunter can find them!
Whether you're a diver searching a 200
foot deep shipwreck or a beachcomber
working the surf, we've got a detector
that’s proven it CAN get the treasure.

Call today for literature.
1-800-527-4011 or (in Texas)
1-800-442-4889.

DIVE CAPE COD

Wreck Charters

Simply the Best Diving
In the Northeast!

* Warm waters

* Dozens of wrecks
* Marine life

* Night dives

* Drift dives

With speed and comfort, our boats
and experienced Dive Master Cap-
tains can show veterans or beginners
the big lobsters, walls of fish, and
unsalvaged wrecks, all in a premier
resort setting.

For booking:

617-775-1185

237 Falmouth Rd., Rt. 28
Hyannis, MA 02601
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DUNGENESS CRAB

(Continued from Page 31)

bag and start your search again.

It seems that beginning crab hunters
have a bit of trouble determining a legal
sized crab from a distance. We can re-
member coming upon one poor victim
scurrying across the bottom. It had sever-
al scratches on his shell, indicating sever-
al divers had measured him and found
him a trifle short.

CRAB MEAT DELIGHT

2 tbsp. chopped green pepper
2 tbsp. minced onion

3 tbsp. butter or margarine

2 tbsp. flour

1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce

1% cups milk

Y2 cup shredded cheese

s cup condensed tomato soup or
catsup

2 cups crab meat, chunked

Hot steamed rice

Drain and flake crab meat. Saute
green pepper and onion until tender but
not browned. Stir in flour, Worcestershire
sauce and milk and continue to stir (this
guarantees no lumps). Now add the
cheese and soup, stirring again until the
cheese melts. Serve immediately over
the steaming hot rice. Yields 4 to 6
servings.

CRAB FRITTERS

‘2 cup crab meat, 1 cup biscuit mix
2 cup milk, 1 egg, slightly beaten
2 tsp. salt, '4 tsp. pepper

1 tsp. instant minced onion

Dash hot pepper sauce

Mix biscuit mix, milk, eggs and sea-
soning and add onion and crab meat.
Pour peanut oil or cooking oil into deep
fry pan and heat to 375°F. Spoon mix-
ture into hot oil and fry until brown. Drain
and serve. Yields 2 servings.

CRAB MEAT SALAD

2 cups cooked crabmeat, flaked
4 eggs hard boiled, diced
Ya cup mayonnaise

2 tbsp. onion, minced

1 tbsp. lemon juice

3 tbsp. tarragon vinegar
' tsp. garlic, minced

1 tsp. salt

1 green pepper, diced

‘% cup celery, diced

6 cherry tomatoes
Lettuce

Mix the spices and the liquids with the
mayonnaise and chill sauce. Lightly mix
the crabmeat with the egg and diced
vegetables and carefully blend with the
rest of the ingredients. Serve on lettuce
and garnish with the tomatoes. Yields 6
servings.
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JACKET
POLY MESH CAP ' Reg $29 95

3% sale $5.56 e /i sm$23.96

VISOR - Addl SMLXLXQL
wo 3650 SALE$S5.20 > Youth §ML

DRESS POPLIN

7 Every ltem Meticulously
b SEST.2S FAST DELIEVERY,

WE CUSTOM EMBROIDER YOUR CLUB. RESORT DIVE. SCHOOL (OR CLUB). CC. OR COMPANY LOGO DIRECT
10 YOUR CHOICE OF JACKET, CAP. SWEATER. ECT UP T0 6 COLORS AT MO ADDITIONAL CHARGE MANY
STYLES AND COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM

2 COLOR LICENSE PLATE

e SEE THEM AT YOUR LOCAL DIVE SHOP

“FIRST IN DIVE APPAREL"

SCUBA DIVER
o 1450 SALE $3.50 DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME
ALL DIVE APPAREL COLORS RED. WHITE, & NAVY

SORRY NO C.O.D All Indiano Res Add 5% Sales Tax

California—6': inches minimum size;
limit of 10; either sex; fishing license re-
quired; Del Norte/Humbolt/Mendecino
Counties open Dec. 1 through July 30.
All others second Tuesday in Nov.
through June 30. No taking in S.F. Bay
and backwaters, San Pablo Bay or Gold-
en Gate to Carquineg.

Oregon—5 3/4 inches minimum size;
limit of 12; only males can be collected;
no license required; Pacific Ocean
closed from Sept. 16 to Nov. 30. Bays,
beaches and tidepools open all year.

Washington—6 inches minimum size;
limit of 6; only males can be collected;
no license required; season open all
year. Unlawful to take soft-shelled.

All undersized crabs or restricted fe-
males must be returned quickly to the
water unharmed. Be sure to check local
fish and game requirements.

Once you have surfaced, re-check the
crabs’ measurements.
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In late spring, male and female crabs
can be found in shallow water in mating
pairs. While the act of mating takes a half
hour or less, the male will often carry the
female clasped to his underside for a
month or more waiting for her to molt,
since this is the only time when mating - I',-‘mfu'mlffr';‘_f; [‘,‘mfn'm‘f/rr;,f = Fmibroide ry -- - Emibroider 'l -
can take place successfully. The male is
in prime condition at this time.

As crabs mature they often segregate
themselves according to size and sex. If :
you find nothing but females, look for Mal’tln and Ahuva
males at a different depth. Invite you to Dive Cayman

Size limits and other regulations for g t
crabs vary from state to state and you o o o oWIth FISheye®
must check the laws before diving. In-
cluded here is a brief chart of the regula-
tions on the West Coast. »am

McDERMOTT/FORCE E
Shawn McDermott will offer a PADI
specialty course in underwater photogra-
phy through Force E stores in south Flori-
da, from West Palm Beach to Fort Lau-
derdale. For more information, contact )
any Force E store or Shawn McDermott, *4hr. film developing

P.O. Box 1089, Lake Worth, Florida *U/W Photo rentals
33460. »am and sales

*Daily dive trips
WALLS TO SHERWOOD
Peter Skop, president of Selpac South- *U/ W Photo courses

east Corporation, has appointed Dickie
Walls Sherwood sales representative to
Caribbean Sea countries, Bermuda and
the Bahamas.

Selpac Southeast is the Sherwood dis-

SHIPPING & HANDLING 1-800-358-2100

B 0uN 215 Indiana (317) 342-3160
. BN 115

i o ALL-PRO EMBROIDERY

> e ;: P.0 Box 1652 Plaza center Martinsville. IN 46151
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tributor serving this sales area and dive .- -_, x Complete Photo -

shops receive Sherwood products direct- - Dive Packages with

ly from the company’s warehouse facility ¢

near Atlanta, Georgia. . luxurious condominium
Walls can be contacted through Selpac accommodatlon on beautiful Seven Mile Beach.

Southeast at 6161 Atlantic Blvd., Nor-

, : : : Contact: Ahuva Zaid, Fisheye Photographic Services,
cross, GA, 30071:; or at his Florida office 09.
at 3113 Florida Bivd., Delray Beach, FL. PO. Box 2123 Grand Cavman BW.. Ph.1-809-947-42

33444, s Telex CP 4336.
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